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Dewan, or Prime Minister. The effect upon the administra-
tion and resources of the country, notwithstanding another
attempt in 1812 to destroy the British authority, was most
beneneial, and highly appreciated by the natives themselves.

In 1815 the Ranee died, leaving two infant sons and ono
daughter, and her sister, Gouri Parvathi Eanee, was entrusted
with the regency during the minority of the heir. She
followed a similar policy to that of her predecessor, and
sought the aid of able and upright advisers; so that the
country continued, on the whole, peaceful and prosperous.

On attaining his majority in 1829, at the age of sixteen,
(Choti) Vunjee Bala Kama Yurniah was installed as Eajah,
and occupied the throne for eighteen years. In 1832, the
country being considered safe from external attack, the
greater portion of the subsidiary forces, including all the
European soldiers, was withdrawn, and the entire responsi-
bility of preserving the peace of the country was entrusted to
the Rajah. " During the last few years of his administration
the country was allowed to deteriorate, notwithstanding the
vigorous remonstrances of the British Resident Extrava-
gance wasted the accumulations of former years of careful
management; and a decreasing revenue, coincident with a
lavish expenditure, led to the neglect of nearly all public
works, however important or necessary. The roads and
bridges were left to go to decay; and even the works for
irrigation, so essential to the prosperity of the people and so
closely connected with the immediate interests of the revenue,
were not kept in repair." *

Towards the end of 1846 this Prince died; and in the
following February his younger brother, Baghiodya
Martanda Vurmah, was installed as Eajah.

This ruler was personally of *a kind and amiable dis-
position, and possessed many excellences of character; but
* Thornton's East Indian Gazetteer, Art. " Travancore."